
Principles and Elements of Design - Assignment 1

The following has been covered this year and will be on the tsa/final. Read thru each 
question carefully. Any answer you don’t understand email those questions back to me by 
Wednesday. I will send the answers to you Thursday. You will then paraphrase each 
answer back to me. If you do know everything simply reply back.
Remember a 60% = 100% This review can help you get 100% and not have to take a final.

Describe the basic principles of design 
Example: a) Unity is the “whole” of the design made up of elements that are connected by shape,style, color...

a) Unity 
b) Contrast 
c) Proportion
d) Balance 
e) Emphasis 
f) Rhythm

Give three examples of each of  the basic elements of design 
Examples: a) Line is an element that can be doted, straight, wavy, red, bold, thin
outlines, contour, gesture, sketch, implied, calligraphic...

a) Line 
b) Shape 
c) Direction 
d) Size 
e) Texture 
f) Value 
g) Color
h) Typography
i) Layout

Explain the “Design Thinking”six-step process.
Example: a) Understand involves research a clients product or service. Looking into competition 
what they may or may not be doing.

a. Understand 
b. Observe 
c. Define 
d. Ideate 
e. Prototype 
f. Test

Explain brainstorming.

Explain design rationale for the creative choice implemented during the design process 
e.g. thumbnails, roughs, mock-up, comprehensive layout (comp) Explain each?

Discuss the relationship between message, color, typography, images and layout.

Describe primary, secondary, and tertiary colors including hue tint, value and shade

Describe the effect of light and distance on color.

Discuss additive (Red, Green, Blue) and subtractive (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Black) color.



Discuss how a monitor and other visual technologies (printing, billboard, smartphone) 
affect color representations and perceptions.
Explain spot color/Pantone Color System (PMS)

Demonstrate color balance by adjusting intensity of color to render specific colors, 
the method often referred to as gray balance, neutral balance, or white balance.

Describe color relationships a. Complementary b. Split-Complementary c. Double-Complementary d. Analogous, e. 
Monochromatic.

Explain the concept of corporate branding

Discuss a corporate style guide example relationship between message, color, typography, images and layout.

Describe primary, secondary, and tertiary colors including hue tint, value and shade

Describe the effect of light and distance on color.

Discuss additive (Red, Green, Blue) and subtractive (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Black) color.

Discuss how a monitor and other visual technologies (printing, billboard, smartphone) affect color representations 
and perceptions.

Explain spot color/Pantone Color System (PMS) 

Demonstrate color balance by adjusting intensity of color to render specific colors, the method often referred to as 
gray balance, neutral balance, or white balance.

Describe color relationships 
Example: a) Complementary colors are two colors opposite on the color wheel e.g. blue and orange

a. Complementary 
b. Split-Complementary 
c. Double-Complementary 
d. Analogous 
e. Monochromatic.

Explain the concept of corporate branding

Discuss a corporate style guide example


